ELECTION CODE
TITLE 2. VOTER QUALIFICATIONS AND REGISTRATION
CHAPTER 13. APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION; INITIAL REGISTRATION

Sec. 13.005. UNLAWFULLY ACTING AS AGENT. (a) A person commits an
offense if the person acts as an agent for an applicant but is not
eligible for appointment as an agent under Section 13.003(b).

(b) An offense under this section is a Class B misdemeanor.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.006. PURPORTEDLY ACTING AS AGENT. (a) A person commits an
offense if the person purports to act as an agent in applying for
registration or in signing a registration application at a time when the

person: (1) is not an agent of the applicant under Section 13.003(a); and
(2) is not eligible for appointment under Section 13.003(b) as
the agent of the person for whom the person purports to act.
(b) An offense under this section is a felony of the third degree.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended by Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 6, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 13.007. FALSE STATEMENT ON APPLICATION. (a) A person commits
an offense if the person knowingly makes a false statement or requests,
commands, or attempts to induce another person to make a false statement
on a registration application.

(b) An offense under this section is a Class B misdemeanor.

(c) For purposes of this code, an offense under this section is
considered to be perjury, but may be prosecuted only under this section.
Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended by Acts
1987, 70th Leg., ch. 436, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1987; Acts 1995, 74th
Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 13.008. PERFORMANCE-BASED COMPENSATION FOR REGISTERING VOTERS

PROHIBITED. (a) A person commits an offense if the person:

(1) compensates another person based on the number of voter
registrations that the other person successfully facilitates;

(2) ©presents another person with a quota of voter registrations
to facilitate as a condition of payment or employment;

(3) engages in another practice that causes another person's

compensation from or employment status with the person to be dependent on
the number of voter registrations that the other person facilitates; or

(4) accepts compensation for an activity described by
Subdivision (1), (2), or (3).
(b) An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor.

(c) An officer, director, or other agent of an entity that commits
an offense under this section is punishable for the offense.
Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1002 (H.B. 2194), Sec. 2, eff.
September 1, 2011.



SUBCHAPTER B. VOLUNTEER DEPUTY REGISTRARS; HIGH SCHOOL DEPUTY REGISTRARS

Sec. 13.031. APPOINTMENT; TERM. (a) To encourage voter
registration, the registrar shall appoint as deputy registrars persons who
volunteer to serve.

(b) In this code, "volunteer deputy registrar" means a deputy
registrar appointed under this section.

(c) Volunteer deputy registrars serve for terms expiring December 31
of even-numbered years.

(d) To be eligible for appointment as a volunteer deputy registrar,
a person must:

(1) be 18 years of age or older;
(2) not have been finally convicted of a felony or, if so
convicted, must have:
(A) fully discharged the person's sentence, including any

term of incarceration, parole, or supervision, or completed a period of
probation ordered by any court; or

(B) been pardoned or otherwise released from the resulting
disability to vote;
(3) meet the requirements to be a qualified voter under Section

11.002 except that the person is not required to be a registered voter;
and

(4) not have been finally convicted of an offense under Section
32.51, Penal Code.

(e) A volunteer deputy registrar appointed under this section may
not receive another person's registration application until the deputy
registrar has completed training developed under Section 13.047. At the
time of appointment, the voter registrar shall provide information about
the times and places at which training is offered.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 307 (H.B. 488), Sec. 1, eff.
September 1, 2009.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 507 (H.B. 1570), Sec. 2, eff.
September 1, 2011.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1002 (H.B. 2194), Sec. 3, eff.
September 1, 2011.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1164 (H.B. 2817), Sec. 2, eff.
September 1, 2011.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 161 (S.B. 1093), Sec. 5.001, eff.
September 1, 2013.

Sec. 13.032. PROHIBITION ON REFUSING TO APPOINT. A registrar may
not refuse to appoint as a volunteer deputy registrar:
(1) a person eligible for appointment under Section 13.031(d);
or
(2) any person on the basis of sex, race, creed, color, or
national origin or ancestry.
Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.



Amended by:
Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 307 (H.B. 488), Sec. 2, eff.
September 1, 2009.

Sec. 13.033. CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT. (a) A person desiring to
serve as a volunteer deputy registrar must request appointment by the
registrar in person or by mail.

(b) If a person is to be appointed, the registrar shall prepare a
certificate of appointment in duplicate containing:

(1) the date of appointment;

(2) the statement: "T, , Voter Registrar for
County, do hereby appoint as a volunteer deputy

registrar for County.";

(3) the person's residence address;

(4) the person's voter registration number, if any;

(5) a statement that the term of the appointment expires
December 31 of an even-numbered year; and

(6) a statement that the appointment terminates on the person's

final conviction for an offense for failure to deliver a registration
application and may terminate on the registrar's determination that the
person failed to adequately review a registration application,
intentionally destroyed or physically altered a registration application,
or engaged in any other activity that conflicts with the responsibilities
of a volunteer deputy registrar under this chapter.

(c) The registrar shall sign the certificate and issue the original
to the appointee, who shall sign it on receipt.

(d) A volunteer deputy shall present the certificate as
identification to an applicant for registration, on request, when
receiving the application for delivery to the registrar.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended by Acts
1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.
Amended by:

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1003 (H.B. 621), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2015.

Sec. 13.034. ACTIVE APPOINTMENT FILE. (a) The registrar shall
maintain a file containing the duplicate certificates of appointment of
the volunteer deputy registrars whose appointments are effective.

(b) The registrar shall maintain the file in alphabetical order by
deputy name on a countywide basis.

(c) Each certificate shall be retained on file during the time the

appointment is effective.
Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.035. INACTIVE APPOINTMENT FILE. (a) The registrar shall
maintain a file containing the duplicate certificates of appointment of
the volunteer deputy registrars whose appointments have been terminated.

(b) The registrar shall enter the date of and reason for termination
on each duplicate certificate.



(c) The registrar shall maintain the file in alphabetical order by
deputy name on a countywide basis.

(d) Each certificate shall be retained on file for two years after
the date of termination.
Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.036. TERMINATION OF APPOINTMENT. (a) An appointment as a
volunteer deputy registrar is terminated on:
(1) the expiration of the volunteer deputy's term of

appointment; or
(2) the final conviction of the volunteer deputy for an offense
prescribed by Section 13.008 or 13.043.

(b) The registrar may terminate the appointment of a volunteer
deputy registrar on a determination by the registrar that the volunteer
deputy:

(1) failed to adequately review a registration application as
required by Section 13.039;

(2) intentionally destroyed or physically altered a
registration application; or

(3) engaged in any other activity that conflicts with the
responsibilities of a volunteer deputy registrar under this chapter.

(c) Immediately on the termination of an appointment, the registrar
shall deliver written notice of the termination to the volunteer deputy,
directing the deputy:

(1) to stop activity as a volunteer deputy registrar
immediately; and

(2) to deliver the certificate of appointment, receipt forms,
and registration applications and receipts in the volunteer deputy's
possession to the registrar not later than the second day after the date
the deputy receives the termination notice.

(d) The registrar shall reject all registration applications
received by a person purporting to act as a volunteer deputy registrar
after the person's appointment is terminated.

(e) The registrar may not reappoint a person whose appointment as a
volunteer deputy registrar is terminated under Subsection (a) (2).

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended by Acts
1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1002 (H.B. 2194), Sec. 4, eff.
September 1, 2011.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1003 (H.B. 621), Sec. 2, eff.
September 1, 2015.

Sec. 13.037. COMPENSATION; BOND. (a) A person may not receive
compensation from the county for service as a volunteer deputy registrar
unless compensation is authorized by the commissioners court.

(b) An unpaid volunteer deputy is not required to give a bond in
connection with the deputy's service.



Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended by Acts
1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.

Sec. 13.038. POWERS GENERALLY. A volunteer deputy registrar may
distribute voter registration application forms throughout the county and
receive registration applications submitted to the deputy in person.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended by Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 13.039. REVIEW OF APPLICATION. (a) On receipt of a
registration application, a volunteer deputy registrar shall review it for
completeness in the applicant's presence.

(b) If the application does not contain all the required information
and the required signature, the volunteer deputy shall return the
application to the applicant for completion and resubmission.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.040. ISSUANCE OF RECEIPT. (a) On receipt of a completed
registration application, a volunteer deputy registrar shall prepare a
receipt in duplicate on a form furnished by the registrar.

(b) The receipt must contain:

(1) the name of the applicant and, if applicable, the name of
the applicant's agent; and

(2) the date the completed application is submitted to the
volunteer deputy.

(c) The volunteer deputy shall sign the receipt in the applicant's
presence and shall give the original to the applicant.

(d) The volunteer deputy shall deliver the duplicate receipt to the
registrar with the registration application. The registrar shall retain
the receipt on file with the application.

(e) The secretary of state may prescribe a procedure that is an
alternative to the procedure prescribed by this section that will ensure
the accountability of the registration applications.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.041. EFFECT OF SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION. The date of
submission of a completed registration application to a volunteer deputy
registrar is considered to be the date of submission to the registrar for
the purpose of determining the effective date of registration only.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.042. DELIVERY OF APPLICATION TO REGISTRAR. (a) A volunteer
deputy registrar shall deliver in person, or by personal delivery through
another designated volunteer deputy, to the registrar each completed voter
registration application submitted to the deputy, as provided by this
section. The secretary of state shall prescribe any procedures necessary
to ensure the proper and timely delivery of completed applications that
are not delivered in person by the volunteer deputy who receives them.

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), an application shall be
delivered to the registrar not later than 5 p.m. of the fifth day after
the date the application is submitted to the volunteer deputy registrar.



(c) An application submitted after the 34th day before the date of
an election and on or before the last day for a person to timely submit a
registration application for that election as provided by Section 13.143
shall be delivered not later than 5 p.m. of the next regular business day
after the date to timely submit a registration application for that
election as provided by Section 13.143.
Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended by Acts
1987, 70th Leg., ch. 472, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.
Amended by:

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 162 (H.B. 2324), Sec. 1, eff.
September 1, 2017.

Sec. 13.043. FATLURE TO DELIVER APPLICATION. (a) A volunteer
deputy registrar commits an offense if the deputy fails to comply with
Section 13.042.

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), an offense under this
section is a Class C misdemeanor.

(c) An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor if the
deputy's failure to comply is intentional.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.044. PURPORTEDLY ACTING AS VOLUNTEER DEPUTY REGISTRAR. (a)
A person commits an offense if the person purports to act as a volunteer
deputy registrar when the person does not have an effective appointment as
a volunteer deputy registrar.

(b) An offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor.
Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.045. ACTIVITY ON GOVERNMENTAL PREMISES. Except as otherwise
provided by law, the chief executive of a state agency with approval of
the agency's governing body, if any, the chief executive of a department
of a city with approval of the city's governing body, or a county officer
may permit an officer or employee under the chief executive's or officer's
supervision who is a volunteer deputy registrar to engage in official
registration activities during working hours on the premises under the
chief executive's or officer's control.
Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.046. HIGH SCHOOL DEPUTY REGISTRARS. (a) Each principal of
a public or private high school or the principal's designee shall serve as
a deputy registrar for the county in which the school is located.

(b) In this code, "high school deputy registrar" means a deputy
registrar serving under this section.

(c) A high school deputy registrar may distribute registration
application forms to and receive registration applications submitted to
the deputy in person from students and employees of the school only.



(d) At least twice each school year, a high school deputy registrar
shall distribute an officially prescribed registration application form to
each student who is or will be 18 years of age or older during that year,
subject to rules prescribed by the secretary of state.

(e) Each application form distributed under this section must be
accompanied by a notice informing the student or employee that the
application may be submitted in person or by mail to the voter registrar
of the county in which the applicant resides or in person to a high school
deputy registrar or volunteer deputy registrar for delivery to the voter
registrar of the county in which the applicant resides.

(f) Except as provided by this subsection, Sections 13.039, 13.041,
and 13.042 apply to the submission and delivery of registration
applications under this section, and for that purpose, "volunteer deputy
registrar" in those sections includes a high school deputy registrar. A
high school deputy registrar may review an application for completeness
out of the applicant's presence. A deputy may deliver a group of
applications to the registrar by mail in an envelope or package, and, for
the purpose of determining compliance with the delivery deadline, an
application delivered by mail is considered to be delivered at the time of
its receipt by the registrar.

(g) A high school deputy registrar commits an offense if the deputy
fails to comply with Section 13.042. An offense under this subsection is
a Class C misdemeanor unless the deputy's failure to comply is
intentional, in which case the offense is a Class A misdemeanor.

(h) The secretary of state shall prescribe any additional procedures
necessary to implement this section.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended by Acts
1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 279, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1995, 74th
Leg., ch. 797, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1995; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 864,
Sec. 8, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 13.047. TRAINING STANDARDS FOR DEPUTY REGISTRARS. (a) The
secretary of state shall:
(1) adopt standards of training in election law relating to the
registration of voters;
(2) develop materials for a standardized curriculum for that
training; and
(3) distribute the materials as necessary to each county voter
registrar.
(b) The training standards may include the passage of an examination

at the end of a training program.

Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 507 (H.B. 1570), Sec. 3, eff.
September 1, 2011.

SUBCHAPTER C. ACTION ON APPLICATION BY REGISTRAR

Sec. 13.071. REVIEW OF APPLICATION. (a) The registrar shall review
each submitted application for registration to determine whether it
complies with Section 13.002 and indicates that the applicant is eligible
for registration.



(b) The registrar shall make the determination not later than the
seventh day after the date the application is submitted to the registrar.
Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.

Sec. 13.072. ACTION ON APPLICATION. (a) Unless the registrar
challenges the applicant, the registrar shall approve the application if:
(1) the registrar determines that an application complies with

Section 13.002 and indicates that the applicant is eligible for
registration; and

(2) for an applicant who has not included a statement described
by Section 13.002(c) (8) (C), the registrar verifies with the secretary of
state:

(A) the applicant's Texas driver's license number or
number of a personal identification card issued by the Department of
Public Safety; or

(B) the last four digits of the applicant's social security number.

(b) After approval of an application by an applicant who was
registered in another county at the time of application, the registrar
shall deliver written notice of the applicant's change of residence to the
other county's registrar and include in the notice the applicant's name,
former residence address, and former registration number, if known.

(c) Except as provided by Subsection (d), if the registrar
determines that an application does not comply with Section 13.002 or does
not indicate that the applicant is eligible for registration, the
registrar shall reject the application.

(d) If an application clearly indicates that the applicant resides
in another county, the registrar shall forward the application to the
other county's registrar not later than the second day after the date the
application is received and, if the other county is not contiguous, shall
deliver written notice of that action to the applicant not later than the
seventh day after the date the application is received. The date of
submission of a completed application to the wrong registrar is considered
to be the date of submission to the proper registrar for purposes of
determining the effective date of the registration.

(e) Repealed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 44, eff. Sept. 1,

2003.
Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended by Acts 1989,
71st Leg., ch. 415, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 559,
Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1349, Sec. 4, eff. Sept.
1, 1997; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 5, 44, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1105 (H.B. 2280), Sec. 1, eff. January 1, 2006.

Sec. 13.073. NOTICE OF REJECTION. (a) Except as provided by
Subsection (b), the registrar shall deliver written notice of the reason
for the rejection of an application to the applicant not later than the
second day after the date of rejection.

(b) If the registrar rejects an application in the applicant's
presence, at that time the registrar shall orally inform the applicant of
the reason for the rejection. If the rejection is for incompleteness, the



registrar shall return the application to the applicant for completion and
resubmission.

(c) If the registrar rejects an application for incompleteness but
receives a completed application not later than the 10th day after the
date the notice is delivered under Subsection (a) or the date the
incomplete application is returned under Subsection (b), as applicable,
the original date of submission of the incomplete application is
considered to be the date of submission to the registrar for the purpose
of determining the effective date of registration.

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986. Amended by Acts
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1316, Sec. 6, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec. 13.075. NOTICE OF CHALLENGE TO APPLICANT. (a) Except as
provided by Subsection (c), the registrar shall deliver written notice of
the challenge to the applicant not later than the second day after the
date of the challenge.

(b) The notice must include:
(1) the date of the challenge;
(2) a statement of the grounds for the challenge; and
(3) a brief explanation of the applicant's right to a hearing
on the challenge and the right to appeal the registrar's decision.
(c) If a challenge is made in the applicant's presence, at that time

the registrar shall orally explain to the applicant the grounds for the
challenge and the applicant's right to a hearing and appeal.
Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 211, Sec. 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
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